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NARCOTICS DIVISION
SECURITY BUREAU
GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT
QUEENSWAY GOVERNMENT OFFICES
HIGH BLOCK, 30TH FLOOR,
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66 QUEENSWAY
HONG KONG
AEEMESE  Our Ref:
KeiEs:  Your Refl:
HHIE  Fax (852) 2810 1790/ 2521 7761
BaE Telephone: 2867 2767
22 July 2024

Dear Principals,

Alert: Space Oil/ Etomidate Smoking with E-Cigarettes

I am writing to alert you about an emerging drug trend among
students in Hong Kong and appeal for your support in referring
students-at-risk to suitable counselling and treatment programmes.

Recently, there are signs that a new psychoactive substance with
the street name “Space Oil” (K %) is gaining tractions among some
young people due to its novelty and misleading and fraudulent information
circulating among peers. There are anecdotal reports from frontline
workers that some students even take it in school premises. In this regard,
schools are advised to note the following salient points —

Ingredients

e “Space Oil” is just a name given by drug dealers to market a
dangerous drug with a medical substance as an ingredient for
confusing and harming our young people.

o Ingredients of “Space Oil” may vary from each other and
unknown to the abusers. Most often, its principle ingredient is
Etomidate, an anaesthetic. It is likely that “Space Oil” also
contain other dangerous drugs such as cannabis and
methamphetamine (“Ice”/ “meth”™). Other impurities and
harmful chemical substances such as nicotine may also be present.

e FEtomidate is widely used in hospitals for induction of general
anesthesia during surgery or other medical procedures.

Way of abuse

e “Space Oil” is usually inhaled through electronic smoking
products (e.g. e-cigarettes) or heat tobacco products. Most often,




Harms

.

it is presented as a capsule in oil/ liquid form for vaping.
Etomidate can also be in powder form. “Space Oil” is sometimes
dubbed as “head-rush cigarette” (_L38 & F1£) by abusers. A
picture of “Space Oil” e-cigarette capsule as an example is
presented at Annex A.

“Space Oil” is addictive. When it contains dangerous drugs such
as cannabis, ketamine and “Ice”/meth, it brings harms to body and
mind as those drugs. Meanwhile, the abuse of Etomidate is a
relatively new phenomenon and its long term damage on the body
is to be unveiled. That said, the abuse of “Space Oil”/Etomidate
may induce nausea, loss of consciousness, memory loss, mood
change, and seizures. Other impurities may also present health
risks.

Very often, the ingredients of “Space Oil” are unknown and the
concentration of the drugs that it contain as well. Consumption
may lead to imminent death.

Myths and Wrongful Claims

Claim: “Space Oil” is legal in Hong Kong
“Space Oil” is not a dangerous drug

Facts:

- Most likely, “Space Oil” contains dangerous drugs under legal
control by the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance (Cap. 134) (such as
cannabis). Therefore its trafficking and manufacturing will
be subject to a maximum penalty of life imprisonment and a
fine of $5 million. Possession and consumption of dangerous
drugs will be subject to a maximum penalty of seven years’
imprisonment and a fine of $1 million.

- Etomidate is controlled under current legislation. The supply,
storage and use of Etomidate is under legal control by the
Pharmacy and Poisons Regulations (Cap. 138A) as a Part I
poison. Illegal possession is an offence. Contravention of
relevant requirements would be subject to a maximum penalty
of fine atlevel 6 (i.e. $100,000) and imprisonment for two years.

- No person may import, promote, manufacture, possess for
commercial purposes or sell alternative smoking products,
including heat tobacco products; no person may use alternative
smoking products in statutory no smoking areas.



e (Claim: “Space Oil” is just like smoking
“Space Oil” is safer than other drugs

Facts:
- “Space Oil” damages one’s health.

- It is likely that it contains other drugs (such as “Ice”/ “meth’)
and will cause serious damage to health. Dependency on
“Space Oil” could be greater than tobacco.  Taking “Space Oil”
is same as taking drugs.

- In any case, smoking is not allowed in school premises and
selling of tobacco to persons under 18 years old and the selling
of e-cigarettes to anyone is illegal.

Please do not take the smoking of e-cigarettes, and indeed all
forms of smoking, lightly. The possession of any types of alternative
smoking products by a student could be a sign of drug addiction. Please
visit the following webpages for more information on “Space Oil” —

e https://www.instagram.com/reel/COmTUCcPK Wv/?igsh=MzR10O

DBINWFIZA==

e https://www.instagram.com/reel/C9erfwChmS7/?1gsh=MzRIOD
BINWFIZA==

o https://www.instagram.com/reel/C9g 50GhgNC/?1gsh=MzRI10D
BiINWFIZA==

In view of the latest drug situation and challenges aforementioned,
I appeal for your support to alert teaching staff and school social workers to
remain vigilant and observant of any signs of drug use among students, and
refer students-at-risk to suitable counselling and treatment programmes as
appropriate. For students who have enquiry or need professional assistance
on this matter, they are encouraged to dial “186 186 or send messages to
professional social workers at 98 186 186 through instant messaging
applications WhatsApp and WeChat to seek immediate counselling or
referral for treatment services from the social workers. They can also
approach one of the Counselling Centres for Psychotropic Substance
Abusers listed at Annex B. In addition, you may also refer to the
presentation on the general identification of drug abuse at the following
webpage —

https:// www.police.gov.hk/info/doc/drug/Drug Information For Parents
EN.pdf
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You are welcome to forward this letter to parents and teachers. If
you have any questions concerning “Space Oil”, you are welcome to contact
Ms LEUNG So-sum, Assistant Secretary of the Security Bureau at
2867 2755.

Yours faithfully,

4

(Kesson LEE)
Commissioner for Narcotics

Annexes: A. Pictures of “Space Oil” e-cigarette capsule
B. List of Counselling Centres for Psychotropic Substance Abusers
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Annex B

Counselling Centres for Psychotropic Substance Abusers

Centre

Serving District

Tel. No. / Email

Tung Wah Group of Hospitals

» Central & Western

2884 0282

CROSS Centre : Central * Southern csdcross@tungwah.org.hk
Western, Southern and Islands * Islands
Office
2. Tung Wah Group of Hospitals * Eastern 2884 0282
CROSS Centre : Eastern and * Wan Chai csdeross@tungwah.org.hk
Wanchai Office
3. Hong Kong Lutheran Social Kwun Tong 2712 0097
Service Evergreen Lutheran YO08@hklss.hk
Centre
4. Hong Kong Lutheran Social * Wong Tai Sin 2330 8004
Service Rainbow Lutheran * Sai Kung Y 10@hklss.hk
Centre
5. Hong Kong Christian Service * Kowloon City 2368 8269
PS33 - Tsimshatsui Centre * Yau Tsim Mong ps33tst@hkes.org
6. Hong Kong Christian Service Sham Shui Po 3572 0673
PS33 - Shamshuipo Centre ps33ssp@hkcs.org
7. Hong Kong Children & Youth * Tsuen Wan 2402 1010
Services Sane Centre * Kwai Tsing sane(@hkcys.org.hk
8. Caritas HUGS Centre Tuen Mun 2453 7030
yeshugs(@caritassws.org.hk
9. The Evangelical Lutheran Yuen Long 2446 9226
Church of Hong Kong, cepsa@elchk.org.hk
Enlighten Centre
10. Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui Sha Tin 8202 1313
Welfare Council Neo-Horizon neoh(@skhwc.org.hk
11. Hong Kong Lutheran Social * Tai Po 2660 0400
Service Cheer Lutheran Centre | ® North YO07(@hklss.hk
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1. RE=ZmMERETS: |« FEE  |28840282
& 75 i Bk B R R s HE csdcross@tungwah.org.hk
CHEHE
2. REZRMERKT S |*RE 2884 0282
BB RBEFIR R o AT csdcross@tungwah.org.hk
3. EABREEGRS R | B 2712 0097
2 SRR Y08@hklss.hik
4. FARBEGEEMAR | oA | 23308004
AL cmy | Y10@hklss.hk
5. HAABHRAR PS33 | e i | 2368 8269
— R VbR P o St QBT ps33tst@hkes.org
6. FHKAYHMAR PSI3 | RAH 3572 0673
— EAE P ps33ssp@hkcs.org
7. BBFDERBFR S 2402 1010
N0 g LN o FE sane(@hkcys.org.hk
8. HERE T i, g 2453 7030
ycshugs@caritassws.org.hk
9. ABEHEBERE JUBA 2446 9226
PN cepsa@elchk.org.hk
10. FHErgRiHhe bk 8202 1313
A neoh@skhwc.org.hk
1. AR EeETRFER | * KM 2660 0400
7 BN N Y07@hklss.hk




